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Turf Fundraising Campaign
USD 249 and the City of Frontenac have kicked 
off a large fundraising campaign to help secure 
the funds needed to turf the football field, 
softball field, baseball infield, and elementary 
playgrounds. We believe this project will impact 
every student in our community. At this point, 
we have secured some funding, but we have a 
long way to go to make this happen in a timely 
manner. (continued on page 3)
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By Courtney McCartney
Principal

FLE was off to a great start to the 
2022-2023 school year. Over the 
summer we had the privilege of 
having over fifty students attend our 
summer school programs. We also 
had a very much needed sheltered 
walkway constructed for our drop off 
and pick up area. 

We kicked off the school year with a 
western theme to get our kids 
excited for the upcoming school 
year. The community, parents, and 
staff outdid themselves! FLE 
students felt like they were walking 
into a western movie! 

We now have two preschool 
classrooms where we are educating 
three and four-year olds. We have 
two morning and two afternoon 
sections serving close to sixty 
students. The Frontenac school 
district along with New Foundations 
and Sugar Creek are working 
together to start an early childhood 
center serving birth to 5-year-olds. 

We are continuing to achieve in the 
academic areas. Last year, our 3rd-
5th grade students either out-scored 
the state or were on target in the 
areas of math, reading and science 
on their state assessments. It is great 
to be at Frank Layden Elementary 
and even better to be a Raider!  

By Mike Martin
Principal

What a great start to the year at FJH! 
Our students and teachers are doing 
some amazing projects and our 
eighth-graders have done a nice job 
of being the leaders in our school. 
This has made the start of the year 
go well. 

We continue to have high numbers 
of students participating in fall 
extra-curricular activities. We 
appreciate the support from our 
parents and all the work our 
coaches, sponsors and athletes put 
into their particular activity. 

We encourage parents and 
community members who want to 
support our students to join Raider 
Backers. Raider Backers is a way to 
help provide the financial support 
we need in the junior high for our 
incentives, semester celebrations, 
and other events that we put on 
throughout the year. It takes $10 
to join and all the money goes to 
the student services account, and is 
spent directly on student events.

The support we receive from the 
community is outstanding. As 
educators, we recognize and
appreciate how much help we get 
from all of our stakeholders. This 
support allows for the educators 
to get the most from our students 
in the classroom. We want to have 
excellence in our academics, our 
activities, and what we do outside of 
the school day. We are proud of our
students and thankful to work in a 
great community.

By Brandy Stanley
Principal

We have had a great start to the 
school year at Frontenac High 
School. Our students are performing 
well academically and teachers are 
doing an outstanding job of 
challenging each student to work up 
to their potential everyday. Students 
have the opportunity to be involved 
in clubs, such as scholars bowl, book 
club, and chess club. We also have 
opportunities for students who need 
support in Academic Assistance 
before and after school. We are 
looking forward to giving students 
multiple opportunities this school 
year to prepare them for their 
postsecondary plans.

Social activities sponsored by 
Student Council have been well 
attended. StuCo has hosted a fall 
mixer and fall homecoming where 
students danced the night away and 
stayed until the last song played. We 
have enjoyed several spirited pep 
assemblies involving performances 
by the cheerleaders, dance team, 
and pep band. They bring 
excitement to our events and help us 
foster school spirit!

Booster Club has supported our 
students in their athletic endeavors 
for many years. We appreciate what 
they have done this fall to support 
and encourage our student athletes 
in their competition on the volleyball 
court, football field, cross country 
course and golf course.
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Alumni Spotlight
Major General Lee Tafanelli

Major General Lee 
Taffanelli is a 1979 
graduate of 
Frontenac High 
School. After 
completing the     
mandatory 
ASVAB test, he 
got a call from a 

Navy recruiter wanting him to be a 
nuclear engineer. Taffanelli declined 
the Navy’s offer. He got a call from the 
National Guard recruiting office in 
Pittsburg. They told him about the 
ROTC program at Pitt State and he 
joined it.

There was a tornado the year before 
and Mr. Taffanelli saw how the 
National Guard helped everyone out 
and this inspired him to join. Shortly 
after that, he went to basic training at 
Fort Leonard Wood. He completed his 

training and signed on for five years 
and this turned into a long career for 
Mr. Taffanelli. In 1982 he was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant 
Engineer Corps through ROTC. In 
January of 2002 he was selected to 
command the 891st Engineer 
Battalion, leading this battalion in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
The Major General was also in charge 
of the 174th Support Battalion and 
the 69th Troop Command. He has 
served in a variety of command and 
staff positions at all levels of the Army 
National Guard. In January, 2011 
he was selected to be the Adjutant 
General of the Kansas Army National 
Guard. The Adjutant General’s 
Department is in charge of over 7,700 
Airmen and Soldiers. He was also the 
director of Kansas Emergency 
Management, a division of the 
department where he leads 2,300 full

By Makaylee Burns & Mason Meister

time staff. Major General was also 
the Director of Homeland Security for 
Kansas where his top priority was to 
ensure the security of the state. Out 
of all of his many accomplishments he 
is most proud of his wife of 29 years, 
and his two children. His son who is 
the oldest is a fireman in the Air 
National Guard, and his daughter 
works for the state in Topeka. The 
Major General’s favorite memory of 
high school was his small town 
experience and the season of Fall. 
This was always his favorite time of 
year because he loves football and 
played his Junior and Senior year. 

Some advice the Major General would 
give to Frontenac students is to work 
hard and study hard everyday, but 
also enjoy life and find a good 
balance. Find a way to give back to 
your community, state, or country.

Turf Fundraising Campaign (cont.)
The community of Frontenac has always been supportive of our school district. It is because of this outstanding support 
that USD 249 has some of the nicest and well kept facilities in our area. This project is yet another way that community 
members, alumni, and local businesses can come together to further enrich the students in Frontenac.

For more information, please visit www.frontenac249.org/turf

 Mock Interview Day
For Career and Life Planning Class

By Caitlyn Boyce and Isela Johnston
On September 21, 2022, the students in Mrs. Aikin’s Career and Life Planning (CLP) class were interviewed by members 
of the community. The students participated in multiple mock interviews with volunteers and received some advice. 

One judge, Carrie Lance, said, “ I volunteered here because it is really important for students to have life skills and to 
make sure they are prepared for future careers.”

Overall, this was a very positive experience for the students to help them improve their speaking skills. The interviews 
helped them get more comfortable and helped prepare them for the future. All attendees received feedback from the 
volunteers. This practice will help prepare the students for future interviews. 
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Mr. Seth Harley is in his 6th year of 
directing Frontenac Theatre and 
Elementary Music at Frank Layden 
Elementary. He is active in community 
theatre and ballet productions and 
enjoys watching students grow and 
succeed through performing arts.

The most recent full length 
performances by the Frontenac 
Theatre have been the following: “The 
Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon,” 
“Clue: On Stage!,” and “Puffs or Seven 
Increasingly Eventful Years at a Certain 
School of Magic and Magic.” Since Mr. 
Harley began working with the theatre 
in 2017. There has been a long term 

plan in place to work the students up 
to a musical. The students continued 
to do two years of one-act 
performances before moving to full 
length shows for the last three years. 

After a lot of hard work, they performed 
their first musical! Mr. Harley chose the 
musical “Cinderella” by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein for many reasons. 
Rodgers and Hammerstein are 
creative legends that helped redefine 
the modern musical. This year 
celebrates 80 years since their 
partnership began and 65 years since 
the original “Cinderella” aired to the 
largest TV audience in history. It is also 

the 25th anniversary of the 1997 
“Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella” 
starring Brandy and Whitney Houston. 

The future of the FHS theatre seeks 
great opportunities. Although 
musicals are a larger commitment of 
time as well as finances, attendance at 
the school plays has been increasing 
every year. Mr. Harley, the cast, and 
crew are hoping that this year’s 
“Cinderella” will have an amazing 
turnout. Mr. Harley believes that the 
students want the opportunity for 
more musicals, and hopes this will 
create that opportunity for future 
shows as well as the expansion of 
classes offered for theatre students.

Theatre Department Reaches Goal
By Caitlyn Boyce & Kinzey Neil


